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Sydney's New Years Eve anthem 2011 
We Are the Light is written by Nick Wood and performed by vocalists 
Joe Pringle and Liz Bojanic with backing vocals by the Sydney Children's 
Choir. 

Sydney's New Year's Eve 2011 has its own customised anthem: a relentlessly uplifting number called We are the 
Light sung by a children's choir. 

That, along with the first all-Australian soundtrack to the much-loved midnight fireworks, will help an expected 1.5 
million people usher in 2012 from the foreshores of Sydney Harbour. 

A further 2.6 million Australians are expected to watch on TV, and about 1 billion to tune in worldwide for what 
could be Sydney's biggest show since the 2000 Olympics. 
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 The fireworks that saw in this year. Photo: Wolter Peeters 
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The final fireworks soundtrack will be revealed on the night, but lord mayor Clover Moore has revealed that songs 
by AC/DC, INXS, Gurrumul and the Swingers would feature. 

Cr Moore launched the Sydney NYE 2011 celebrations this morning, accompanied by the Sydney Children's 
Choir and a video message from expat designer Marc Newson, who has been engaged as the creative director 
for this New Year's Eve. 

Newson created the minimalist four-colour "endless rainbow" logo for NYE 2011, which has been burdened with 
symbolising Sydney's ethnic diversity, optimism and community spirit, among other things. 

The fireworks this year would have unique elements including "criss-cross" shells that create a lattice effect, 
"quadrant" shells that will erupt into the four colours of the logo, cloud-shaped fireworks linked to the event's 
"Time to dream" theme, old favourites including smiley faces and heart shells and a four-colour waterfall effect 
from the bridge, said fireworks maestro Fortunato Foti, who is orchestrating his 13th Sydney New Year's Eve. 

The 12-minute midnight fireworks display will feature 7000 kilograms of explosives, but Newson's finale "bridge 
effect" will remain a secret until the night. 

The City of Sydney is spending $6.3 million on the festivities and fireworks, up slightly on last year's budget, 
including buying carbon offsets to keep the event carbon neutral; but the lord mayor insisted at this morning's 
launch that was "really good value", working out about $4 per person watching around the harbour. 

The event would contribute an estimated $156 million to the state's economy. 

In tourism terms, the promotional value could be priceless, with Sydney the first major city to reach midnight. 

The official charity for the event is CARE Australia. Proceeds raised from the sale of We are the Light on iTunes 
and a lord mayoral appeal have reached $250,000 for the famine in East Africa. It is hoped to raise $1 million. 

Several hours of the New Year's Eve celebrations will be broadcast live in China for the first time this year. 

Extra public transport will be put on for the night. 

The program: Sydney New Year's Eve 2011 

5pm-8pm - Preshow entertainment including aerial displays and tug boat water display. 

8pm-2am – images and animations will be projected on to the Harbour Bridge pylons, with "Welcome to Sydney" 
appearing 16 languages: English, Gadigal, Arabic, Chinese, Dutch, French, Hindi, Indonesian, Greek, Italian, 
Swahili, Korean, Russian, Samoan, Spanish, Thai and Vietnamese. 

8pm-8.40pm – Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Smoking ceremony from three vessels. 

8.40pm-8.45pm – Acknowledgement of country. 

9pm-9.08pm – Family fireworks 

9.08pm-11.30pm – Harbour of light parade with 55 vessels parading on a 15-kilometre loop around the harbour 

11.59pm-12am – Midnight finale and bridge effect. 

Kelsey Munro is a Herald Urban Affairs Reporter. 



 


