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Connect Group Notes 12 March 2012   
 
ENGINEROOM: PRAYER- Ps Phil Pringle 
 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
And speak, O Israel: 

"My way is hidden from the Lord, 
And my just claim is passed over by my God"? 
28 Have you not known? 
Have you not heard? 

The everlasting God, the Lord, 

The Creator of the ends of the earth, 
Neither faints nor is weary. 

His understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the weak, 

And to those who have no might He increases strength. 
30 Even the youths shall faint and be weary, 
And the young men shall utterly fall, 
31 But those who wait on the Lord 
Shall renew their strength; 

They shall mount up with wings like eagles, 
They shall run and not be weary, 

They shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40:27-31 (All references are from NKJV) 

We are compared in Isaiah to an eagle. God designed an eagle's wings to be able to soar all day long, without getting 

weary. Eagles use storms to their advantage and rise higher. We often complain that God is not listening to our prayers, 
but God is more important than the result we're looking for. Rising above our problems to realign ourselves with Him is 

better than any answer to prayer. 

God answered the prayer of the author of Psalm 138, but it wasn't with a change in circumstances, instead God changed 
him. Psalm 138:3 

When we surrender to God, He can stretch us and increase our capacity: we need to cope with a lot to bring big dreams 

to fruition. James tells us that "trying our faith" leads to this increased capacity (James 1:2-4) so that we will "lack 
nothing". 

Peter tells us not to be surprised when difficulties come (1 Peter 4:12) and when you accept that tough times will come 

you are armed (1 Peter 4:1).  

James tells us whoever is suffering should pray (James 5:13). Fixing your eyes on God instead of the problem can help to 
bring you through the valley. When we endure it produces perseverance and leads to the kind of joy that only comes 

from enduring.  
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In Psalm 23, we see David progress in his relationship with God: "the Lord", then "He", then "You" as he draws closer to 

God, instead of focusing on his problems. 

TALK ABOUT 

* Do you ever feel that God is not listening to you? 

* Have you experienced a time of stretching or trying of your faith? 

* How can shifting your focus to God in the midst of a trial "renew our strength"? 

  

WHAT'S COMING UP: 

 
 
For full details and schedules PLUS our list of recommended places to hang out with your connect group between and 

after sessions visit: http://www.presenceconference.com/  

 
Take advantage of our special Group Bookings as a connect group! Invite as many friends and family as you can so 

you can register as a group. Book a group of 20 tickets in one transaction and receive one free ticket and reserved 
priority seating together. You can book groups really easily by emailing events@myc3church.net or calling the Presence 

Hotline on ph 61 (0) 2 9972 8665 

http://cl.e-inspire.net/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=7409%7c473%7c043%7c039&digest=Tklv97V%2fcAjkKNthihyy8Q&sysid=1
mailto:events@myc3church.net?Subject=Presence%20Conference%20Group%20Registration

