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Connect Group Notes - 13 February 2012   
 
WHAT DO YOU SAY ON A CROSS?- Ps Mark Kelsey 

We don't pray for tough times; we usually pray to get out of the tough times that God has placed us in. But when we are 

in that difficult, painful time it helps to look at the seven things Jesus said when He was on the cross. 

1) "...It is finished!" John 19:30 (NIV) 
This was the end of one season and the beginning of another season. Sometimes it is only through the death of 
something in a spiritual cross experience that God can birth a new thing in our lives. In Hebrews 12:2(NIV) it says that 

Jesus endured the cross by focusing on the joy of what was on the other side. 

2) "...My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" Matthew 27:46 (NIV)  
Separation often happens during these tough times as God isolates us from things that we have turned to instead of Him. 
Because Jesus was forsaken by God, it never has to happen to us. He will never leave us or forsake us: we can turn to 

Him (Hebrews 13:5NIV). 

3) "...Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing..." Luke 23:34 (NIV) 
The highest level of forgiveness is to forgive those who don't know that they need to be forgiven. Offense at others (and 
not forgiving them) causes so much destruction in churches. It creates first a blockage and then the enemy can use it to 

wedge people apart. Hebrews 12:15 urges Christians to be proactive in removing offense and forgiving as God forgives 

us. An awareness of our own need for God's forgiveness and grace, helps us to see that answering offense with 
forgiveness is God's way. 

4) "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in paradise." Luke 23:43 (NIV) 
We take people to places of life –but you can't guide someone through a place you've never been. Travelling through a 

tough time to a breakthrough gives a revelation that can be powerfully shared. 
 

5) "...Father, into your hands I commit my spirit.." Luke 23:46 (NIV) 
It can be hard to decide when in life to trust and when to have faith when trust is letting go and faith is fighting on. 

Jesus' submission on the cross was both. He trusted God enough to allow His own death but had faith that God's plan 

was being fulfilled. When only God can fulfill the vision, we need to allow the death of our own will, in order for Him to do 
it. 
 
6) "Woman, here is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother." John 19:26-27 (NIV) 
As Jesus was dying, He was concerned for others (the wellbeing of His mother and the disciple). How great is the one 
who could look after others even in the midst of His own immense suffering! 

7) "...I am thirsty." John 19:28 (NIV) 
Tough experiences make us recognize our dependence upon others. God wants to connect us with other people as part 

of His great plan and the only way for the enemy to thwart this is to disconnect us or prevent us from becoming 
connected in the first place. We need to fight for the people we're surrounded by –we need them. 
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TALK ABOUT 

* Do you find it hard to forgive people who have offended you and not apologized? 

* Have you ever had to let something "die" in order to reach a breakthrough? 
* How does it make you feel to know that Jesus was thinking of you on the cross? 
  
  
 


