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Connect Group Notes - 20 March 2012   
 
BREAKTHROUGH- Ps Peter Paauwe 

Problems can be the stepping stones to success. How you respond to problems and difficulties will determine if and when 
you receive the breakthrough. You must pray and seek God in the midst of the problem. But key to breakthrough is 

staying committed to God and loving God through the difficult times. Also key, staying committed to and loving the 

people around you.  

The passage of scripture in 1 Samuel 30:1-31 tells the story of how David responded to a problem of some magnitude 
and how breakthrough came: 

1)     '.. David strengthened himself in the Lord His God.' 1 Sam 30:1 (All references NKJV)  

David and his men returning home to Ziklag find the Amalekites had burned it down and taken captive their families. 

They weep until they have no energy left to weep. The people want to stone David to death, make him responsible for 
their loss. Does David become bitter and hard-hearted towards God and the people as a response to this tragedy ? No, 

David stays committed to both God and his people, even those that want to kill him. David goes to God and strengthens 
himself in prayer. Note that David goes to God without delay. There is no doubt in David's mind that God is committed to 

him, regardless of the circumstances. 

2)     '..to show Himself strong on behalf of those whose heart is loyal..' 2 Chron 16:9  

The word used here for loyal means the same as committed. But it also means 'at rest' and 'at peace'. When trouble 

comes our way it usually causes turmoil in our hearts and lives. We can panic, become confused, and want to quickly find 

the solution. However God wants us to seek Him and find our inner peace again and by so doing we are strengthened in 
Him. Only with that peace can we think clearly and find wisdom. 

3)     'Shall I pursue this troop? Shall I overtake them?' 1 Sam 30:8 10 

David went to God with his ideas. He had found peace and with wisdom started to think through his planned response. 
He was not looking for the solution from God but confirmation that his plan to pursue was good. God said to pursue and 

that they '...shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all.' You need to be prepared to make a move, make the 
first step without all the answers and details having confidence that God is with you. 

4)     'Then they found an Egyptian in the field,..' 1 Sam 30:11-15  

Firstly, if David had delayed to seek God, this man would have surely died and David would not have located the 
Amalekites that had taken his family. Secondly, note the compassion that David had for this man. Their families were 

stolen, but they still took the time to give him water and food and enquire of his plight. By so doing, they discover key 

information to the breakthrough, the location of their loved ones. The keys to breakthroughs in God may look simple and 
weak and as such can easily be ignored and overlooked.  
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5)    'So David recovered all…' 1 Sam 30:18 

  

TALK ABOUT 

* How did loving people bring about breakthrough and victory in this story? 

* Can you think of times when simply loving someone brought breakthrough? 

WHAT'S COMING UP: 

 
 
For full details and schedules PLUS our list of recommended places to hang out with your connect group between and 

after sessions visit: http://www.presenceconference.com/  

 
Take advantage of our special Group Bookings as a connect group! Invite as many friends and family as you can so 

you can register as a group. Book a group of 20 tickets in one transaction and receive one free ticket and reserved 
priority seating together. You can book groups really easily by emailing events@myc3church.net or calling the Presence 

Hotline on ph 61 (0) 2 9972 8665 

 

http://cl.e-inspire.net/ClickThru.aspx?pubids=7409%7c487%7c043%7c039&digest=e4e23as1pcuhr0Qnv%2bLFPQ&sysid=1
mailto:events@myc3church.net?Subject=Presence%20Conference%20Group%20Registration

