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Connect Group Notes 20 February 2012   
 
HEARTBEAT: PASTOR'S HEART - Ps Phil Pringle 
  

The vision of C3 church has always been to build the Church. Pastor Phil's passion is for people to come to 
Christ and be empowered in the Holy Spirit. In doing this we engage in spiritual warfare and we therefore 

must also be prepared and equipped to fight and overcome opposition, including discouragement, doubt 

and despair. 

There are 3 key areas where we 'Build the Church': 
 

1) Save the lost 

God wants the church to be like Him; vibrant, attractive, creative, welcoming, interesting. We must have gates into the 

church through which people can enter into this kind of environment.  

In the book of Nehemiah chapter 3 we read about the rebuilding of the Wall of Jerusalem. The wall included 10 gates into 

the city, all with a different purpose or use. Each also symbolic of a way we draw people into God's house: 

a. Sheep Gate – The church must be a place where we are fed and watered. Nourished and cared for. Discovering what it 

is to follow Jesus. Leaving every church meeting in a better place spiritually than that which we arrived in. 

b. Fish Gate – A place for those that have never met Christ or been to church before. Not a place of judgement or 
condemnation, but a place which leads people to Christ. 

c. Old Gate – A place for people who may have known Christ before but need to find their way back to Him.  

d. Valley Gate – Helping people in distress and need.  

e. Refuse Gate – Helping the marginalised. Opening the gates up to those in need of refuge. Luke 14:21-23 (NIV) 

f. Fountain Gate – Larger events, conferences and celebrations where the church can interact with the community and 

unchurched. 

g. Water Gate – A place of revival. 

h. Horse Gate – Used by people on the move. Travellers and the transient or temporary resident. Another opportunity to 
reach out and be hospitable. 

i. East Gate – Looking to the nations. Asia and the Pacific and the distant places. 
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j. Miphkad (or 'Assignment') Gate – A place where we can be fulfilled and discover our best life. John 1:1. The word 

'logos' in the Greek is usually interpreted as 'Word', but can also be interpreted as 'meaning'. God is meaning. We are in 
Him and find our meaning in Him. 

2) To make disciples 

Mat 28:18-20 (NKJV) – Teaching them to observe all things. We must be taught the ways of God. 

Luk 12:42 (NIV) – Being faithful stewards of the things of God. 

Isa 2:2-3 (NIV) – In unity and love the church will be lifted up and people will see it and be drawn to it. 

3) Empower saints 

A place where you discover your best life. Where you find your fit in the body of Christ. Only round holes for round pegs.  

TO DISCUSS: 

* What are you doing now to personally operate as a gateway into the church?  

* What would you like to do to open gates and draw people to Christ? 

* Are there places in your life where you feel you are a square peg in a round hole? 

  

  

 
 


