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Connect Group Notes – 21 May 2012   
 
GENUINE IMITATION- Ps Mark Kelsey 

11 (A)Be imitators of me, just as I also am of Christ. Corinthians 11:1 (NASB) 
  
We are called to be genuine imitators of Christ. We find ourselves in His image in the Word of God.  Imitation 
is the power of finding godly images in others. 
We discover ourselves in others.  This can be difficult depending on who you are looking at. The power of 
imitation materialises when we watch, learn and do.  

The twins of transformation are: 

 Image 
 Imitation – Incarnation is the key to imitation 

o Who we align to  
o Who we associate with 

Every day negative imitation overrides who you are in Christ.   

Much of the New Testament is based on 'follow me'.   
- Jesus says come and see; as you have a visual image then you can begin to do it.   
- Jesus said to Peter follow the ways I have shown you; sometimes our frustrations come about by not putting 
the right people in front of us. 

John 1: 9 – 14 
When you receive Christ you become – it is not automatic; we become full of grace and truth, it's a process. 

Hebrews 1: 3 
Jesus is the exact representation of God and who He is: 

 Concept became life  
 Precept became a reality – in the flesh.   

Jesus lived life as the Son of God and as the representative of God.  Jesus imitated Kingdom characteristics to 
the Jews to give them a new value system.  Yet even at His death they still didn't get it. We are meant to be a 
community of believers discovering from one another: 
- We have Christ now and can see and discover God in others. 
- No one person can contain the full manifestation of Christ. We all need to follow several people to see the 
full measure of Christ. We can find Christ in others in varying measures – if it's Christlike its obtainable. 
- Make a choice to find it and go get it – what we imitate in others will shape who we become 
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- Sometimes we imitate the wrong thing as there is nothing better in front of us, we then need to undo what 
we have learnt  

Christ centred genuine imitation; it's all around us.  Look for it, find it, follow it to Christ, and imitate a 
measure of the things in others.  Exercise discernment, understanding that no one person will have fully 
developed Christ likeness in their lives.  Don't imitate or criticize the areas that people are still developing, as 
we all have them.  

TALK ABOUT: 
* What Godly qualities do you look for in someone else to imitate? 
* Consider someone in your life who you have imitated and share what qualities you believe you gained from 
them and why? 
* Is there someone you once imitated but then allowed criticism to rob you and them? 

 


